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P ETER GRIMES

Crabbe, the author of "The Borough'", of which
"Peter Grimes" forms a part, was born in Aldeburgh, the
son of a drunken and quarrelsome harbourmaster, in 175k,
Unhappiness at home was succeeded by unhappiness at
school, where minimal food and education were supplemented
by frequent beatings. At fourteen he was apprenticed to
an apothecary at Woodbridge, where he began to write verse
and became engaged. At 21 he returned to Aldeburgh as a
labourer but was then set up as an apothecary to the poor
by the Borough. The following year he went to London to
learn anatomy, only to find when he came back that he had
been cheated out of his shop. Disillusioned, he returned
to London to seek his fortune as a poet - and failed
miserably. He was rescued in 1781 by the great Edmund Burke -
who saw to the publication of a poem and persuaded Crabbe to
be ordained, thus ensuring an income while he wrote.
Although not a good vicaxy there is little evidence that he
harmed the Church of England.

Given this background, it is easy to see that Crabbe
may have identified himself with Peter Grimes. Although
there is not much in Grimes' character to redeem him, the
people of the Borough are portrayed in little better light;
in their hypocritical world, Grimes was an embarrassment,
but in the deaths of the boys they all stand accused, and
in his death they are all convicted. It is not without
interest that in our own time it was to "Peter Grimes'" that
another notable Aldeburgh resident, himself something of an
outsider, turned when seeking a libretto for an opera.

"Peter Grimes" is one of the masterpieces of English

Literature; this dramatisation makes it accessible to those
who may never read the. poem.

M.N.J.






